The Indian Express, dated 15 Dec 2009

er parthenium, its.

Horse Nettle in Orissa

Express News Service
Cuttack, December 14

THE fears of invasion of
alien weeds that have the
potential to seriously im-
pact crop productivity, envi-
ronment and health are be-
ginning to come true with
Orissa reporting its first in-
cidence of the highly toxic
Horse Nettle germination.

A plant of the weed spe-
cies has been detected at
Niali in the district prompt-
ing the Central Rice Re-
search Institute (CRRI) to
despatch a quick response
team of scientists to make
an assessment of the sittia-
tion on the ground. They
would initiate immediate
measures to prevent and
control the spread of the
weed, CRRI Director Dr. TK
Adhya said here today.

Horse Nettle has high
levels of toxicity and can
particularly affect livestock
while grazing. Consumption
of the weed can cause health
problems ranging from diar-
rhoea to paralysis.

The CRRI has, in fact,
launched the second phase
of the National Invasive
Weed Surveillance (NIWS)
programme to track the
alien invasive weeds and
take remedial measures. It
has taken nine districts of
Balasore, Bhadrak, Mayurb-
hanj, Keonjhar, Sundargarh,
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Jajpur, Cuttack, Kendrapara
and Jagatsinghpur for inter-
vention. Surveillance in-
spectors have been appoint-
ed for intensive survey of
the cropped, non-cropped
areas as well as in the gar-
bage manure pits through-
out the year.

The weeds under scruti-
ny are Horse Nettle, Giant
Rag weed, Spiny Burr Grass,
Hound’s Tounge and Euro-
pean Field Pansy. The inva-
sive weeds have got into In-
dia from Australia, Russia,
Canada, Hungary and Ar-
gentina etc in wheat con-
signments. As much as 6.2
million tonne of wheat was
imported from 10 countries
in-2006-07 and supplied to
the non-wheat growing
states, including Orissa, for
distribution under PDS sys-
tem. During phytosanitary
inspection the consignments
were found to have seeds of
these invasive weeds. To
prevent the disastrous con-
sequences of their spread
the NIWS was launched by
the Directorate of Weed Sci-
ence Research, Jabalpur, in
April 2008.

Under the programme
the route of the movement
of wheat from ports to the
PDS dealers to the consum-
er would be tracked and
each and every household in
contact screened. “The im-
port of wheat in the 1960’s
gave us parthenium hystero-
phorus, which became wide-
spread today. The objective
of NIWS is to eradicate the
possibility of the spread of
these alien weeds which
may adversely affect the bio-
diversity of the country and
the State,” Adhya said.
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